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Childcare — a constituency profile

+ 3,800 children aged 0-4
* 7,800 children aged 5-14

* 24 per cent of children lived in poverty in 2013 (after housing costs)

Childcare costs in Clwyd South

Wrexham

* Holiday club costs in Wrexham are slightly more expensive than the Welsh average, although nursery, childminder and out of
school clubs are around 5-15 per cent cheaper.

* In Wales the average prices are £104.32 per week for a part-time nursery place for a child under two, childminders = £3.90 per
hour, after-school clubs = £49.74 per week and a holiday club = £109.66 per week.

Gaps in provision in Clwyd South

Wrexham

The local authority undertook a childcare sufficiency assessment in 2014 which is available at
http://www.wrexham.gov.uk/english/consultation/childcare/childcare_sufficiency_assessment.htm

This indicated that the biggest gaps in provision are holiday childcare, provision for disabled children and in rural areas, as well as
childcare for parents with atypical work patterns, such as shift workers.

Free early education in Clwyd South

Wrexham

Some 72 per cent of eligible two year olds were receiving free early education through the Flying Start programme, which is lower
than the Wales average.

Comment

Wrexham

There are big differences within Wrexham in the amount of childcare that is available, with
much less provision in deprived areas. Here providers may struggle to break even. The local
authority might consider how it could help them to become more economically sustainable.




Childcare costs in Clwyd South

Denbighshire

« Childcare costs in Denbighshire are, overall, quite similar to the Welsh average.
* In Wales the average prices are £104.32 per week for a part-time nursery place for a child under two, childminders = £3.90 per
hour, after-school clubs = £49.74 per week and a holiday club = £109.66 per week.

Gaps in provision in Clwyd South

Denbighshire

The local authority undertook a childcare sufficiency assessment in 2014 which is available at
https://www.denbighshire.gov.uk/en/your-council/strategies-plans-and-policies/childcare-sufficiency-assessment.aspx

This indicated that the biggest gaps in provision was childcare in rural areas and for parents with atypical work patterns such as
shift-workers.

Free early education in Clwyd South

Denbighshire

Some 85 per cent of eligible two year olds were receiving free early education through the Flying Start programme, which is
higher than the Wales average and much higher than the equivalent programme in England. The local authority has done well to
achieve such a high uptake of provision.

Comment

Denbighshire

The area has fewer childcare places per head of population than more prosperous areas. Demand for childcare is low because
many parents struggle to pay for it. Childcare providers may also have difficulty making enough money to stay in business, which

means that some parents who need childcare may struggle to find it.

Sources: ONS Mid -year population estimates, End Child Poverty Campaign, Family and Childcare Trust costs survey dataset
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