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	Childcare  a constituency profile: • 7,800 children aged 0-4
• 13,400 children aged 5-14
• 39 per cent of children lived in poverty in 2013 (after housing costs)
	Childcare costs in: • Nursery and childminder costs are significantly above the inner London average, making Camden one of the most expensive areas in Britain for childcare. Nursery, childminder and holiday childcare costs are often 40-50 per cent about the London-wide average price.
• The price of after-school clubs is similar to or a little cheaper than the London-wide average, because school and charity premises have been used to deliver this provision. 
• London regional average prices are £152.06 per week for a part-time nursery place for a child under two, childminders = £5.85 per hour, after-school clubs = £53.65 per week and a holiday club = £111.78 per week). 
	Gaps in provision in: • The local authority undertook a childcare sufficiency review in 2013 which is available at http://camden.gov.uk/ccm/content/education/pre-school/camden-childcare-sufficiency-assessment-/#
• The main gaps in provision are for two year olds who qualify for free early education, disabled children and for those whose parents have atypical work patterns.
	Free early education in: • 1,043 two year olds were eligible for free early education in September 2014. Take up stood at 38 per cent in November 2014, much lower than London-wide (50 per cent) and national averages (60 per cent).
• 75 per cent of three year olds are receiving free early education, compared with 94 per cent nationally. This local authority needs to ensure that all three and four year olds also benefit from free early education.
	Comment: Camden is a local authority that supports some excellent after-school and holiday childcare provision, now most delivered by the voluntary sector. Parents of three and four year olds with children in school or children’s centre nurseries receive 25 hours free early education, rather than 15 hours. However, uptake of free early education is low, particularly among some minority ethnic groups, and the local authority is struggling to find enough places for two year olds who qualify for these places.
	Type constituency here: Holborn and St Pancras


