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Milton Keynes North

Childcare — a constituency profile

+ 9,800 children aged 0-4
* 15,400 children aged 5-14
« 25 per cent of children lived in poverty in 2013 (after housing costs)

Childcare costs in Milton Keynes North

» South East average prices are £133.27 per week for a part-time nursery place for a child under two, childminders = £4.60 per
hour, after-school clubs = £52.03 per week and a holiday club = £140.88 per week. The South East is the most expensive region
in Britain for holiday childcare.

» Under-fives childcare costs in Milton Keynes are comparable to the regional average.

» After-school and holiday childcare tends to be 10-20 per cent cheaper than the regional average price.

Gaps in provision in Milton Keynes North

Local authorities are obliged to carry out an annual childcare sufficiency report that examines the supply of and demand for
childcare and also provides and action plan explaining how any gaps might be filled. Milton Keynes Council has not undertaken
any childcare sufficiency reviews since 2011. Previous childcare sufficiency assessments indicated that there were serious
geographic gaps in provision in the local authority, with much less provision in the more deprived areas. There were not enough
free places for two, three and four year olds, as well as shortages of holiday and after-school provision.

Free early education in Milton Keynes North

* 1,459 two year olds were eligible for free early education in September 2014.
+ Uptake of free early education for two, three and four year olds is lower than national averages. It is particularly low among
some minority ethnic groups.

Comment

Population growth and new housing development will increase the demand for childcare over

the next five years. The local authority needs to respond to this and ensure that there are no
gaps in provision. '
Sources: ONS Mid -year population estimates, End Child Poverty Campaign, Family and Childcare Trust A

costs survey dataset, Department for Education Provision for Children Under Five 2014 statistics.
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