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	Childcare  a constituency profile: • 23 per cent of children lived in poverty in 2013 (after housing costs)
	Childcare costs in: • Nurseries and after-school clubs tend to be 5-10 per cent more expensive than the Scotland-wide average. Childminder prices are generally similar to the Scotland-wide average.
• Holiday childcare is much more expensive than the Scotland-wide average, which may reflect a shortage of supply.
• Scotland average prices are £110.01 per week for a part-time nursery place for a child under two, childminders = £4.00 per hour, after-school clubs = £49.03 per week and a holiday club = £104.28 per week. 
	Gaps in provision in: • After-school and holiday childcare is the most acute gap in provision.
	Free early education in: Despite being a rural local authority, Dumfries and Galloway has managed to register a high proportion of three and four year olds (98.6 per cent) for free early education.
	Comment: Dumfries and Galloway is a sparsely populated area, where private and voluntary sector nurseries, clubs and pre-schools may struggle to break even. It can be particularly challenging to ensure that there is sufficient childcare in rural areas.
	Type constituency here: Dumfries and Galloway


