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	Childcare  a constituency profile: • 18 per cent of children lived in poverty in 2013 (after housing costs)
	Childcare costs in: • Scotland average prices are £110.01 per week for a part-time nursery place for a child under two, childminders = £4.00 per hour, after-school clubs = £49.03 per week and a holiday club = £104.28 per week.• Childcare costs in Perth and Kinross are similar to the national average for Scotland.
	Gaps in provision in: • The local authority has little data about whether childcare provision is sufficient to meet local demand.  • Perth and Kinross is a sparsely populated area, where private and voluntary sector nurseries, clubs and pre-schools may struggle to break even. It can be particularly challenging to ensure that there is sufficient childcare in rural areas.
	Free early education in: However, high proportions of three and four year old children (92 per cent) receive their free early learning provision in centres where they have access to a graduate, compared with 74 per cent across all of Scotland. Access to a teacher promotes the quality of early education, so it is important that as many children as possible receive some early education from a qualified teacher. 
	Comment: It is important that local authorities know about local childcare conditions – supply of childcare and demand for it - if they are to be able to intervene effectively to ensure that there is sufficient childcare. 
	Type constituency here: Perth and North Perthshire


