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Childcare — a constituency profile

* 7,800 children aged 0-4
* 13,200 children aged 5-14

» 20 per cent of children lived in poverty in 2013 (after housing costs)

Childcare costs in North Swindon

Swindon

» South West average prices are £114.72 per week for a part-time nursery place for a child under two, childminders = £4.05 per
hour, after-school clubs = £49.16 per week and a holiday club = £112.25 per week.

 Childminders and nurseries tend to be a similar price to the regional average.
» After-school and holiday childcare is generally 5-15 per cent cheaper than the regional average.

Gaps in provision in North Swindon

Swindon

The local authority undertook a childcare sufficiency assessment in 2014 which is available from its Family Information Service.
This indicated that the biggest gaps in provision were for after-school and holiday childcare, and provision for disabled children.

Free early education in North Swindon

Swindon

» 957 two year olds were eligible for free early education in September 2014. Take up stood at 69 per cent in November 2014,
similar to the regional average (71 per cent).

Comment

Generally there is a good supply of under-fives childcare in Swindon, although population
growth and new housing developments will increase demand over the next five years.




Childcare costs in North Swindon

Wiltshire

* South West average prices are £114.72 per week for a part-time nursery place for a child under two, childminders = £4.05 per
hour, after-school clubs = £49.16 per week and a holiday club = £112.25 per week.
* Childcare prices in Wiltshire are generally 10-20 per cent higher than the regional average.

Gaps in provision in North Swindon

Wiltshire

The local authority undertook a childcare sufficiency assessment in 2014 which is available at
http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/wiltshire-childcare-suffciency-2014-report.pdf

This indicated that there were big gaps in provision in parts of Wiltshire: after-school and holiday childcare, daycare places for the

under twos, free early education places for two, three and four year olds, childcare for disabled children and where families have
atypical work patterns.

Free early education in North Swindon

Wiltshire

+ 1,354 two year olds were eligible for free early education in September 2014. Take up stood at 86 per cent in November 2014,
much higher than the regional (71 per cent) and national averages (60 per cent).

Comment

Wiltshire
This local authority has done well to achieve such a high uptake of free early education among two year olds.
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Sources: ONS Mid -year population estimates, End Child Poverty Campaign, Family and Childcare Trust costs survey dataset,
Department for Education Provision for Children Under Five 2014 statistics.
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