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	Childcare  a constituency profile: • 5,800 children aged 0-4
• 11,000 children aged 5-14
• 23 per cent of children lived in poverty in 2013 (after housing costs)

	Childcare costs in: • Childcare costs are similar in Staffordshire to the regional averages.
• West Midlands average prices are £112.77 per week for a part-time nursery place for a child under two, childminders = £3.80 per hour, after-school clubs = £43.18 per week and a holiday club = £108.00 per week.

	Gaps in provision in: The local authority undertook a childcare sufficiency review in 2014 which can be found at http://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/education/childcare/ChildcareCounts/ChildcareCounts.aspx This indicated that there are some geographical gaps in provision in the Tamworth and Cannock Chase area. Childcare for returning army families is another gap, as is provision outside normal office hours, for example, for shift workers. 
	Free early education in: • 3,306 two year olds were eligible for free early education in September 2014. 
	Comment: Staffordshire is a diverse county, with pockets of deprivation and also sparsely populated rural areas, where private and voluntary sector nurseries, clubs and pre-schools may struggle to break even. The local authority might consider how it might help childcare providers to become more financially sustainable in deprived areas.
	Type constituency here: Cannock Chase


