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	Childcare  a constituency profile: • 8,100 children aged 0-4• 12,600 children aged 5-14• 32 per cent of children lived in poverty in 2013 (after housing costs)
	Childcare costs in: • The price of nurseries and childminders care similar to the London-wide average prices, whereas after-school and holiday childcare is more expensive. • London average prices are £152.06 per week for a part-time nursery place for a child under two, childminders = £5.85 per hour, after-school clubs = £53.65 per week and a holiday club = £111.78 per week. 
	Gaps in provision in: • The local authority undertook a childcare sufficiency report in 2013 which is available at http://www.merton.gov.uk/community-living/children-young-people-families/childcare/early_years_performance_plans_and_procedures/childcare_sufficiency_assessment.htm• The main gaps in provision are after-school clubs, childcare for disabled children and those whose parents have atypical work patterns.
	Free early education in: • 1,008 two year olds were eligible for free early education in September 2014. Take up stood at 47 per cent in November 2014, similar to the London-wide (50 per cent) average, but lower than the national averages (60 per cent).• 95 per cent of three and four year olds have taken up their free early education compared to 96 per cent across England.  
	Comment: This local authority has undertaken some interesting work with childminders and children’s centres to help them deliver places for two year olds who qualify for free early education.  
	Type constituency here: Mitcham and Morden


