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Childcare — a constituency profile

* 17 per cent of children lived in poverty in 2013 (after housing costs)

Childcare costs in Edinburgh South

* Nurseries and childminders tend to be 15-20 per cent more expensive than the Scotland-wide average costs.
« After-school and holiday childcare is generally a little cheaper than the Scotland-wide average price.

» Scotland average prices are £110.01 per week for a part-time nursery place for a child under two, childminders = £4.00 per
hour, after-school clubs = £49.03 per week and a holiday club = £104.28 per week.

Gaps in provision in Edinburgh South

The most acute gaps in childcare provision are for after-school and holiday childcare.

Free early education in Edinburgh South

A much lower proportion (40 per cent) of nurseries are run by local authorities in Edinburgh compared with Scotland as a whole

(60 per cent). There are fewer private and voluntary sector nurseries in deprived parts of the city than in more prosperous areas.
Consequently there is sometimes a shortage of early education places in parts of the city.

Comment

Edinburgh is a diverse local authority, comprising prosperous and deprived areas. Some
private and voluntary sector providers struggle to break even in the poorer parts of the city.
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