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Childcare — a constituency profile

* 7,500 children aged 0-4
* 10,600 children aged 5-14
* 34 per cent of children lived in poverty in 2013 (after housing costs)

Childcare costs in Hammersmith

* Nursery prices are similar to the London average, while childminder prices tend to be 5-15 per cent more expensive than the London-wide
average.

+ Both after-school clubs and holiday childcare are generally about 20 per cent cheaper than the London average. Prices have been kept down by
using schools and children’s centres to provide out-of-school childcare.

* London average prices are £152.06 per week for a part-time nursery place for a child under two, childminders = £5.85 per hour, after-school
clubs = £53.65 per week and a holiday club = £111.78 per week.

Gaps in provision in Hammersmith

* The local authority undertook a childcare sufficiency review in 2014. This indicated that the main gaps in provision are places for
two year olds who qualify for free early education and after-school provision.

* The local authority needs to increase the amount of childcare for parents who have atypical work patterns who cannot turn to
grandparents for childcare. It needs to halt the decline in childminder numbers and ensure that there is enough sessional nursery
provision for this group.

Free early education in Hammersmith

« 738 two year olds eligible for free early education in September 2014. Take-up is lower than the London-wide (50 per cent) and national
averages (60 per cent).

» 20 per cent of eligible two year olds receiving their free early education in settings judged to be inadequate or in need of improvement in January
2014, compared with 13 per cent across England.

+ 88 per cent of three year olds are receiving free early education, compared with 94 per cent nationally.

» Hammersmith and Fulham needs to work harder to ensure that all children receive their free early education provision in high quality settings.

Comment

There is marked social segregation in early years’ provision in Hammersmith and Fulham.

Children from disadvantaged families tend to receive their free early education in school

nurseries, while children in better off families largely receive their free early education in

pre-schools, the independent sector or private-sector nurseries. ’

Sources: ONS Mid -year population estimates, End Child Poverty Campaign, Family and Childcare Trust A

costs survey dataset, Department for Education Provision for Children Under Five 2014 statistics.
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