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Childcare — a constituency profile

+ 5,500 children aged 0-4
* 10,700 children aged 5-14
* 15 per cent of children lived in poverty in 2013 (after housing costs)

Childcare costs in Charnwood

* Generally the price of childminders and holiday childcare is similar to the regional averages. Nursery places are about 15-25 per
cent cheaper than the regional averages, while after-school clubs are generally 20-40 per cent more expensive

 East Midlands average prices are £118.82 per week for a part-time nursery place for a child under two, childminders = £3.70 per
hour, after-school clubs = £48.20 per week and a holiday club = £128.44 per week.

Gaps in provision in Charnwood

* The local authority is meant to undertake an annual childcare sufficiency report and make this available to councillors and
parents. This has not been undertaken, so it is difficult to judge if there is sufficient childcare in Leicestershire.

Free early education in Charnwood

* 2,084 two year olds were eligible for free early education in September 2014. Take up stood at 51 per cent of eligible children in
November 2014, lower than regional (55 per cent) and national averages (60 per cent). The take up of free early education is
lower than in other local authorities with a similar economic and demographic profile.

Comment

The Family and Childcare Trust is concerned about the lack of market management in this

local authority and that proportionately few two year olds are receiving free early education.
Sources: ONS Mid -year population estimates, End Child Poverty Campaign, Family and Childcare Trust A

costs survey dataset, Department for Education Provision for Children Under Five 2014 statistics.
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