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	Childcare  a constituency profile: • 5,400 children aged 0-4
• 9,400 children aged 5-14
• 28% of children lived in poverty in 2013 (after housing costs)

	Childcare costs in: • The price of nurseries, childminders and after-school clubs is similar to the regional average.
• Holiday childcare tends to be 10-20 per cent cheaper than the regional average.
• Yorkshire and Humberside average prices are £96.47 per week for a part-time nursery place for a child under two, childminders = £3.60 per hour, after-school clubs = £42.84 per week and a holiday club = £115.12 per week.
	Gaps in provision in: • The local authority undertook an annual childcare sufficiency report in 2014 which is available at 
•https://www.barnsley.gov.uk/services/education-learning-and-childcare/early-years-and-childcare/information-for-parents/childcare/childcare-sufficiency
• The main gaps in provision are for after-school and holiday childcare.
• The financial sustainability of private and voluntary sector childcare providers is an issue in this local authority.
	Free early education in: • 1,518 two year olds were eligible for free early education in September 2014. Take up stood at 72 per cent in November 2014, higher than the regional (66 per cent) and national averages (60 per cent). 
• This local authority has done well to find places for two year olds who qualify for free early education.
	Comment: This area has fewer childcare places per head of population than more prosperous areas. Demand for childcare is low because many parents struggle to pay for it. Childcare providers may also have difficulty making enough money to stay in business, which means that some parents who need childcare may struggle to find it. The local authority might consider how it might help childcare providers become financially sustainable.
	Type constituency here: Barnsley Central


