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	Childcare  a constituency profile: • MP – Stephen Lloyd, Liberal Democrat
• 5,800 children aged 0-4
• 11,000 children aged 5-14
• 27 per cent of children lived in poverty in 2013 (after housing costs)
	Childcare costs in: • South East average prices are £133.27 per week for a part-time nursery place for a child under two, childminders = £4.60 per hour, after-school clubs = £52.03 per week and a holiday club = £140.88 per week. The South East is the most expensive region in Britain for holiday childcare. 
• Childcare costs in East Sussex vary, with nurseries and afterschool clubs being around 10-20 per cent lower than the regional average, holiday clubs being 20 per cent lower, but childminders 5-10 per cent more expensive.
	Gaps in provision in: The local authority undertook a childcare sufficiency review in 2013 which is available at http://www.eastsussex.gov.uk/NR/rdonlyres/D245811D-DBD5-430C-9612-1340CD186754/0/ChildcareSufficiencyAssessmentJune2013.pdf. There are some geographic gaps in provision in East Sussex, with fewer childcare places in deprived areas. Here parents may find it more difficult to pay for childcare and private and and voluntary sector providers can sometimes struggle to break even. After-school and holiday childcare is another gap in provision in East Sussex.
	Free early education in: • 2,266 two year olds were eligible for free early education in September 2014. Take up stood at 66 per cent in November 2014, a little higher than the regional (63 per cent) and national averages (60 per cent). 
	Comment: The local authority might consider how it might help childcare providers set up new businesses in deprived areas and assist them to become more financially sustainable.
	Type constituency here: Eastbourne


