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	Childcare  a constituency profile: • MP – Gavin Shuker, Labour/Co-operative• 9,300 children aged 0-4• 14,000 children aged 5-14• 35 per cent of children lived in poverty in 2013 (after housing costs)
	Type constituency here: Luton South
	Childcare costs in: Central Bedfordshire• Nursery care is generally 10-20 per cent cheaper than the regional average, although childminders, after-school and holiday care are 10-20 per cent more expensive than the regional average.• East of England average prices are £110.92 per week for a part-time nursery place for a child under two, childminders = £4.85 per hour, after-school clubs = £49.46 per week and a holiday club = £111.13 per week).
	Gaps in provision in: Central Bedfordshire• No annual childcare sufficiency report has been undertaken since 2011.
	Free early education in: Central Bedfordshire• 881 two year olds were eligible for free early education in September 2014. Take up stood at 77 per cent of eligible children in November 2014, higher than the regional (66 per cent) and national averages (60 per cent).  • There is an almost universal take up of free early education among three year olds in this local authority.
	Comment: Central BedfordshireWhile this local authority has done well to ensure that many children are benefiting from free early education, it must not neglect childcare for school age children, as not all primary schools are served by an after-school club.
	Type constituency here2: Luton South
	Childcare costs in2: Luton• Nursery, childminder, after-school and holiday childcare prices are similar to regional averages.• East of England average prices are £110.92 per week for a part-time nursery place for a child under two, childminders = £4.85 per hour, after-school clubs = £49.46 per week and a holiday club = £111.13 per week.
	Gaps in provision in2: Luton• A childcare sufficiency report was undertaken in 2013 and is available onhttp://www.luton.gov.uk/Education_and_learning/Childcare%20and%20childrens%20centres/Pages/Childcare%20reports%20and%20surveys.aspx• The biggest gaps in provision are for after-school and holiday childcare.
	Free early education in2: Luton• 1,718 two year olds were eligible for free early education in September 2014. Take up stood at 57 per cent of eligible children in November 2014, similar to the national average (60 per cent).  
	Comment2: LutonThe uptake of free early education is lower among minority ethnic groups than among the white UK population.


