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Romsey and Southampton North

Childcare — a constituency profile

* 4,500 children aged 0-4
* 9,000 children aged 5-14
* 19 per cent of children lived in poverty in 2013 (after housing costs)

Childcare costs in Romsey and Southampton North

South East average prices are £133.27 per week for a part-time nursery place for a child under two, childminders = £4.60 per
hour, after-school clubs = £52.03 per week and a holiday club = £140.88 per week. Nurseries and holiday clubs are generally
20-30 per cent below the regional average price, and childminders are 20 per cent below the regional average. After-school clubs
are marginally more expensive, at around 10 per cent above the average for the region. There are some differences in price
across Hampshire, with the most expensive provision in prosperous commuter areas, and also in the more deprived parts of the
county where there a lack of supply may drive up costs.

Gaps in provision in Romsey and Southampton North

Hampshire

» Hampshire undertakes a quarterly analysis of childcare supply, broken down by areas. The data is available from the local
authority. This indicated that the biggest gap in provision is for after-school childcare.
* Population growth and new housing developments will increase the demand for childcare over the next five years.

Free early education in Romsey and Southampton North

Hampshire

» 3,936 two year olds were eligible for free early education in September 2014. Take up stood at 63 per cent in November 2014,
similar to the regional (63 per cent) and national averages (60 per cent).

Comment

Hampshire

The local authority needs to examine in greater detail the childcare needs of parents who
commute and those who have atypical work patterns, for example, shift workers.




Childcare costs in Romsey and Southampton North

Southampton

The cost of nursery places and childminders in Southampton is generally similar to the regional average price. However, childcare

for the over-fives is significantly more expensive, with after-school and holiday clubs charging as much as 50-80 per cent more
than the regional average price.

Gaps in provision in Romsey and Southampton North

Southampton undertook a childcare sufficiency review in 2014 which is available at

http://www.youngsouthampton.org/working-with-children/caring/early-years-development-and-childcare-partnership/plans-and-pa

pers.aspx. This indicated that the main gaps in provision were free early places for two year olds, after-school and holiday
childcare.

Free early education in Romsey and Southampton North

Southampton

» 1,538 two year olds were eligible for free early education in September 2014. Take up stood at 51 per cent in November 2014,

lower than the regional (63 per cent) and national averages (60 per cent). This is lower than might be expected from a local
authority with such a demographic composition.

Comment

Southampton

This local authority needs to consider how it might use school premises to bring down the cost of after-school and holiday

A

Sources: ONS Mid -year population estimates, End Child Poverty Campaign, Family and Childcare Trust costs survey dataset,
Department for Education Provision for Children Under Five 2014 statistics.
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